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INTRODUCTION 

You are planning a party for several friends   

and have decided to cook dinner for them yourself.   

One way to insure the success of your meal is to insure  

the quality of your ingredients. 

Selecting appropriate scholarly sources for  

graduate-level research or projects is much like selecting appropriate ingredients for the dishes 

you are about to prepare.  Any chef will tell you:  Good ingredients make good food; bad 

ingredients make bad food.   

There are three main components to selecting a scholarly journal article: audience, purpose, and 

format.  No single one of these, nor any single criterion within these larger sections, can be used 

alone to determine whether to select a source for your research. 

Determining the intended audience of a source is an important selection criterion just as the 

diners you have invited determine how you prepare the meal – are any of your friends 

vegetarians?  Do any of them have food allergies?  Is the source you're considering written for 

the general population? A specified trade or professional group? Researchers? Students? 

The purpose of the source will also help you determine its appropriateness for use in your 

research, just as the purpose of the meal determines the menu - are you celebrating a particular 

holiday?  Is it someone's birthday?  Is the purpose of the source to inform? To disseminate 

research results? To advertise? To entertain? 

This module is about starting the meal with a salad, or determining the format of the article.  

What ingredients go into a scholarly article?  Let's find out... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready? 

First you’ll take a pre-test, then you’ll work through the module, 

then take a post-test.  No pressure – it’s all about the learning! 
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 PRE-TEST: LET’S FIND OUT WHAT YOU KNOW  

Let’s find out what you might already know about 

your ingredients… 

Please circle the correct answer. 

QUESTION 1 

Abstract is best represented by which statement? 

A) A summary that includes the purpose, methods, and scope. 

B) A list of work read or considered during the research. 

C) The introduction to the scholarly journal article. 

D) A review of existing research. 

 

QUESTION 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using this excerpt of 

a scholarly paper, 

identify the abstract. 
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QUESTION 3 

Citation is best represented by which statement? 

A) The title of the journal including the author(s) names. 

B) It is a way to document a book, article, website, or any source of information used 

during research. 

C) The section in the journal that provides a detailed overview of how the author(s) 

conducted their research. 

D) It introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to learn study 

results. 

QUESTION 4 

Given the topic "blogging" which citation would be relevant to the topic? 

A) Bennett, S., & Marsh, D. (2002). Are we expecting online tutors to run before they 

can walk? Innovations in Education & Teaching International, 39(1), 14-20. 

Routledge. 

B) Bloch, J. (2007). Abdullah’s blogging: a generation 1.5 student enters the 

blogosphere. Language Learning & Technology, 11(3),128-141.  

C) Krain, M. (2010). The effects of different types of case learning on student 

engagement. International Studies Perspectives, 11(3), 291-308. 

doi:10.1111/j.1528-3585.2010.00409.x 

D) Shen, J. (2011). The E-Book Lifestyle: An Academic Library Perspective. Reference 

Librarian, 52(1/2), 181-189. 

QUESTION 5 

Methods are best represented by which statement? 

A) The title of the journal including the author(s) names. 

B) It is a way to document a book, article, website, or any source of information used 

during research. 

C) A statement that introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to 

learn study results. 

D) A detailed overview of how the research was conducted. 
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QUESTION 6 

Look at the examples below.  Circle the letter of the example that best represents a method. 

A) Brownlie, D. (2007). Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated 

bibliography. European Journal of Marketing, 41(11/12), 1245-1283. 

doi:10.1108/03090560710821161 

B) Students felt the tool presented the material more clearly. 

C) The sample population was selected from students enrolled in sections of Math 25.  

D) Eighty-four percent believed the tool allowed them to understand the course.    

 

QUESTION 7 

Literature review is best described as a: 

A) list of referenced works. 

B) summary of the article the reader is about to read. 

C) summary or analysis of related research that provide background for the current 

research. 

D) purposeful conversation to exchange information or ideas. 

 

 

 

Only two more questions to go!  
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QUESTION 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 9 

Which of the following must be included in a scholarly journal article?  

A) A catchy title 

B) Citations 

C) Author contact information 

D) Table of contents 

 

 

Using this excerpt of 

a scholarly paper, 

identify the literature 

review section. 
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FEEDBACK 

Question 1 – Abstract is best represented by which statement? 

A) Correct!  

B) Incorrect: this is the citations.   

C) Incorrect: the introduction follows the abstract.  

D) Incorrect: a review is considered a literature review. 

Question 2 – Using this excerpt of a scholarly paper, identify the abstract. 

A) Incorrect: that is the heading of the article. 

B) Incorrect: that is the title of the article. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: that is the introduction of the paper 

Question 3 – Citation is best represented by which statement? 

A) Incorrect: this is just the title. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect: this is a description of methods. 

D) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

Question 4 – Given the topic "blogging" which citation would be relevant to the topic? 

A) Incorrect. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect. 

D) Incorrect. 

Question 5 – Methods are best represented by which statement? 

A) Incorrect: this is the title. 

B) Incorrect: this is the citation list. 

C) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

D) Correct! 
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Question 6 – Look at the examples below.  Circle the letter of the example that best represents a 

method. 

A) Incorrect: this is a citation. 

B) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: this is the results. 

Question 7 – Literature review is best described as a: 

A) Incorrect: a citation list is a list of referenced works. 

B) Incorrect: an abstract is a summary of the article the reader is about to read. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: an interview is a purposeful conversation to exchange information or ideas. 

Question 8 – Using this excerpt of a scholarly journal article, identify the literature review 

section. 

A) Incorrect: this is title information. 

B) Incorrect: this is an abstract. 

C) Incorrect: this is an introduction without literature review. 

D) Correct! 

Question 9 

A) Incorrect: this is not required. 

B) Correct!  

C) Incorrect: this is not required. 

D) Incorrect: this is not required. 

 

Don’t feel bad if you didn’t do well –  

the module will explain everything! 
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MODULE: LET’S LEARN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INGREDIENT #1 – ABSTRACT 

Journal abstracts are usually requested by scholarly journals and  

written after the original manuscript was composed. While a  

proposal can be quite long depending on the assignment and  

purpose, an abstract is generally kept brief (approximately  

150-200 words), but includes some of the same elements as a  

proposal: 

 A statement of the problem and objectives. 

 A summary of employed methods or research approach. 

 The significance of the proposed topic should be clear. 

 A self-contained piece of writing that can be understood independently from the essay or 

project. 

In other words, it’s like the journal “trailer” to the actual article. 

Does the abstract make you interested in the article?  You should be able to tell from the abstract 

if the article is relevant enough to your research for you to spend your time reading the article. Is 

the abstract well-written and easy to understand?  If the abstract makes you scratch your head, 

chances are the article will, too. 

 

 

The goal of this module is to carefully 

select appropriate scholarly journal 

articles to include in your research.  If 

you are considering a scholarly journal 

article as an ingredient for your research, 

how will you determine if you are 

selecting the best ingredient?   

The four important characteristics to 

examine are:  

 abstract 

 citation list 

 methods 

 literature review 
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EXAMPLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-EXAMPLES 
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PRACTICE TIME 

Time to select your ingredients: 

QUESTION 1 

Abstract is best represented by which statement? 

A) A summary that includes the purpose, methods, and scope. 

B) A list of work read or considered during the research. 

C) The introduction to the scholarly journal article. 

D) A review of existing research. 

 

QUESTION 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using this excerpt of 

a scholarly paper, 

identify the abstract. 
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FEEDBACK 

Question 1 – Abstract is best represented by which statement? 

A) Correct!  

B) Incorrect: this is the citations.   

C) Incorrect: the introduction follows the abstract.  

D) Incorrect: a review is considered a literature review. 

 

Question 2 – Using this excerpt of a scholarly paper, identify the abstract. 

A) Incorrect: that is the heading of the article. 

B) Incorrect: that is the title of the article. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: that is the introduction of the paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great job!  Take a short tea break, then onto the next section… 
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INGREDIENT #2 – CITATION LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember:  

 Look at the citations - are most of the source types appropriate for the topic?  Most of the 

time for academic research articles this will mean other journal articles and books, only 

occasionally newspapers and websites.   

 Do most of the titles in the list seem relevant to the topic?  One of the advantages of a 

good source is it will lead you to numerous other good sources on your topic. 

 Make sure you distinguish between Internet sources (websites where anyone can write 

anything) and scholarly sources that are accessed online.   

o A scholarly journal article may be only available online if it is from an online-

only journal – these sources can still be reputable.   

o Also, many libraries have access to most of their journal content through online 

vendor providers, rather than printed copies – these online versions are identical 

to the hardcopy versions. 

 

EXAMPLE 

If the article you are looking at is about blogging, you would expect to find a source like 

this: 

Ellison, N. & Wu, Y. (2008). Blogging in the classroom: A preliminary exploration of student 

attitudes and Impact on comprehension. Journal of Educational Multimedia and 

Hypermedia, 17(1), 99-122. 

 

 

 

 

A citation is simply a standardized way to document a source 

of information used during research so those reading the 

research know where the information came from and can find 

the original source if desired.  

This module is not going to teach you how to properly format 

citations, but rather give you some guidelines to determine 

whether the source you are considering is strengthened or 

weakened by the sources it cites. 



14 

 

NON-EXAMPLES 

If the article you are looking at is about blogging, you would NOT expect to find sources 

like these: 

Shen, J. (2011). The E-Book Lifestyle: An Academic Library Perspective. Reference Librarian, 

52(1/2), 181-189. 

Krain, M. (2010). The effects of different types of case learning on student engagement. 

International Studies Perspectives, 11(3), 291-308. doi:10.1111/j.1528-

3585.2010.00409.x 

Kim, P., Ng, C. K., & Lim, G. (2010). When cloud computing meets with semantic web: A new 

design for e-portfolio systems in the social media era. British Journal of Educational 

Technology, 41(6), 1018-1028. doi:10.1111/j.1467-8535.2010.01055.x 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICE TIME 

Time to select your ingredients: 

 

QUESTION 3 

Citation is best represented by which statement? 

A) The title of the journal including the author(s) names. 

B) It is a way to document a book, article, website, or any source of information used 

during research. 

C) The section in the journal that provides a detailed overview of how the author(s) 

conducted their research. 

D) It introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to learn study 

results. 
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QUESTION 4 

Given the topic "blogging" which citation would be relevant to the topic? 

A) Bennett, S., & Marsh, D. (2002). Are we expecting online tutors to run before they 

can walk? Innovations in Education & Teaching International, 39(1), 14-20. 

Routledge. 

B) Bloch, J. (2007). Abdullah’s blogging: a generation 1.5 student enters the 

blogosphere. Language Learning & Technology, 11(3),128-141.  

C) Krain, M. (2010). The effects of different types of case learning on student 

engagement. International Studies Perspectives, 11(3), 291-308. 

doi:10.1111/j.1528-3585.2010.00409.x 

D) Shen, J. (2011). The E-Book Lifestyle: An Academic Library Perspective. Reference 

Librarian, 52(1/2), 181-189. 

  

 

Answers on the next page… 



16 

 

FEEDBACK 

Question 3 – Citation is best represented by which statement? 

A) Incorrect: this is just the title. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect: this is a description of methods. 

D) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

 

Question 4 – Given the topic "blogging" which citation would be relevant to the topic? 

A) Incorrect. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect. 

D) Incorrect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done again.  You’re half way through -- ready to continue? 
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INGREDIENT #3 – METHODS 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLES 

1. Participants: Discuss who was enrolled in your experiment. Include major demographics that 

have an impact on the results of the experiment (i.e., if race is a factor, you should provide a 

breakdown by race). The accepted term for describing a person who participates in research 

studies is participant, not subject. 

2. Apparatus and Materials: The apparatus is any equipment used during data collection (such as 

computers or eye-tracking devices). Materials include scripts, surveys, or software used for data 

collection (not data analysis). It is sometimes necessary to provide specific examples of materials 

or prompts, depending on the nature of your study. 

3. Procedure: The procedure includes the step-by-step how of your experiment. The procedure 

should include: 

 A description of the experimental design and how participants were assigned conditions. 

 Identification of your independent variable(s) (IV), dependent variable(s) (DV), and 

control variables. Give your variables clear, meaningful names so that your readers are 

not confused. 

 Important instructions to participants. 

 A step-by-step listing in chronological order of what participants did during the 

experiment. 

 

 

 

Every researcher uses specific methods to 

collect their data for their scholarly journal.  

The method section provides a detailed 

overview of how the author(s) conducted their 

research. Because the study methods form a 

large part of the credibility as a researcher and 

writer, it is imperative that they are clear 

about what they did to gather information 

from participants in the study. 
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NON-EXAMPLES 

1. Results Section: The results section is where the results of the research are presented in 

narration for the readers in plain English and accompanied by statistics. 

2. Discussion Section: The discussion section is where results are explained and where the study 

is wrapped up. This is where the findings are interpreted, the hypothesis is evaluated or research 

questions, unexpected results are discussed, and the new findings are tied to the previous 

literature.   

 

PRACTICE TIME 

Time to select your ingredients: 

QUESTION 5 

Methods are best represented by which statement? 

A) The title of the journal including the author(s) names. 

B) It is a way to document a book, article, website, or any source of information used 

during research. 

C) A statement that introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to 

learn study results. 

D) A detailed overview of how the research was conducted. 

 

QUESTION 6 

Look at the examples below.  Circle the letter of the example that best represents a method. 

A) Brownlie, D. (2007). Toward effective poster presentations: An annotated 

bibliography. European Journal of Marketing, 41(11/12), 1245-1283. 

doi:10.1108/03090560710821161 

B) Students felt the tool presented the material more clearly. 

C) The sample population was selected from students enrolled in sections of Math 25.  

D) Eighty-four percent believed the tool allowed them to understand the course.    
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FEEDBACK 

Question 5 – Methods are best represented by which statement? 

A) Incorrect: this is the title. 

B) Incorrect: this is the citation list. 

C) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

D) Correct! 

 

Question 6 – Methods are best represented by which statement? 

A) Incorrect: this is a citation. 

B) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: this is the results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Just a little more to go… 



20 

 

INGREDIENT #4 – LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 

“Rooted in cognitive constructivist theory, the New Literacies perspective (Leu et al., 2004) 

acknowledges that new literacies are persistently evolving and challenges teachers to transform 

reading instruction in response to emerging ICTs. Traditional definitions of reading and writing 

are insufficient in today’s world as today’s students encounter and interact with new digital 

literacies, including digital texts such as e-books (IRA, 2009). This study builds upon past 

research of transactional reader response theory, while recognizing the need for future studies as 

textual transformations continually occur with the arrival of new literacies and emerging ICTs.” 

From: Larson, L. (2010). Digital readers: The next chapter in e-book reading and response. 

Reading Teacher, 64(1), 15-22. doi:10.1598/RT.64.1.2 

 

 

NON-EXAMPLES 

1) Research methods. 

2) A report that summarizes articles and books about many different topics. 

3) A list of important research, presented chronologically. 

4) A brief summary of the contents of the article. 

 

Literature review in a scholarly journal article is an overview of 

related research and findings, intended to provide background 

information on the topic and also present existing knowledge 

related to the topic.  

As an essential element of a scholarly journal that serves to 

provide background, related research and findings, and justify 

the research being presented, literature review is usually found 

in the Introduction or Background section, but in some cases 

may be in its own section called Literature Review. 
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PRACTICE TIME 

Time to select your ingredients: 

QUESTION 7 

Literature review is best described as a: 

A) list of referenced works. 

B) summary of the article the reader is about to read. 

C) summary or analysis of related research that provide background for the current 

research. 

D) purposeful conversation to exchange information or ideas. 

 

QUESTION 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Using this excerpt of 

a scholarly journal 

article, identify the 

literature review 

section. 
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FEEDBACK 

Question 7 – Literature review is best described as a: 

A) Incorrect: a citation list is a list of referenced works. 

B) Incorrect: an abstract is a summary of the article the reader is about to read. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: an interview is a purposeful conversation to exchange information or ideas. 

Question 8 – Using this excerpt of a scholarly journal article, identify the literature review 

section. 

A) Incorrect: this is title information. 

B) Incorrect: this is an abstract. 

C) Incorrect: this is an introduction without literature review. 

D) Correct! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last section coming up… 
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COMBINE INGREDIENTS: DETERMINE FORMAT 

The Webster dictionary defines format as... 

1: the shape, size, and general makeup  

(as of something printed) 

2: general plan of organization, arrangement,  

or choice of material (as for a television show) 

3: a method of organizing data (as for storage)  

<various file formats> 

A typical scholarly journal article has several format  

characteristics but these four elements – an abstract, methods,  

a citation list, and a literature review section – are essential  

to the general makeup of a quality scholarly article. 

 

EXAMPLES 

Print and electronic journals that include extensive research articles and analyses written in 

formal academic styles that include an abstract, literature review, methods, and a citation list.   

Example of scholarly publications:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Journal of History 

 

European Journal of Marketing 

 

Journal of Biomechanics 
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NON-EXAMPLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magazines like National 

Geographic, Sports 

Illustrated, or Scientific 

American that include a mix 

of articles of general 

interest. 

 

 

Novels 

 

Trade publications which are 

exclusively professional, 

industry, or trade 

information. 

 

The end is near – really! 
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PRACTICE TIME 

Time to select your ingredients: 

 

QUESTION 9 

In which of the following examples will you find a scholarly article? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer on the next page… 
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FEEDBACK 

Question 9 – In which of the following examples will you find a scholarly article? 

A) Incorrect: this is a magazine 

B) Correct!  

C) Incorrect: this is a trade publication. 

D) Incorrect: this is a novel. 

 

Hooray!  You’ve finished the module – only one more thing to do! 
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POST-TEST: LET’S FIND OUT WHAT YOU LEARNED 

Time to put it all together! 

QUESTION 1 

Which statement below best defines abstract? 

A) An overview of the topic. 

B) A detailed description of how the study was conducted. 

C) An interpretation of the results. 

D) A statement that introduces the subject to readers,  

who must then read the report to learn study results. 

 

QUESTION 2 

Look at the following 4 examples from a journal article and identify the abstract. 

A) ABDULLAH'S BLOGGING: A GENERATION 1.5 STUDENT ENTERS THE 

BLOGOSPHERE 

Joel Bloch – The Ohio State University 

B) Blogging has emerged as one of the most popular forms of online discourse. The ease 

and lack of expense in setting up blogs has raised intriguing possibilities for language 

learning classrooms. The unique nature of their architecture and their low cost have not 

only affected how students can publish and distribute their work to a wider audience but 

also how they see themselves as authors. This paper focuses on the use of blogs in an L2 

writing course concentrating on the controversies surrounding plagiarism. Blogs were 

used as a means of generating ideas for their academic papers and as texts that could be 

cited in their papers. This paper analyzes the blogs of a Somali immigrant student to 

explore blogs' relationship to the development of his academic writing. His purposes and 

strategies for using blogs are discussed both as a way of seeing the variety of writing 

strategies he developed in his blogs, as well as what his use of blogs could tell his 

teachers about the strengths and weaknesses of his writing. The paper attempts to 

improve our understanding of how blogging in L2 composition courses can contribute to 

the development of a student’s writing. 

C) Joel Bloch teaches ESL composition at The Ohio State University. He has a PhD in 

rhetoric from Carnegie Mellon University and an MA in ESL and Education from the 

University of Michigan. His publications include articles on technology, plagiarism, 

evaluation, and Chinese rhetoric. He is currently writing a book on technology in the L2 

composition classroom. 
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D) Bazerman, C. (1988). Shaping written knowledge: The genre and activity of the 

experimental article in science. Madison, WI: The University of Wisconsin Press. 

QUESTION 3 

Which statement below best defines citation? 

A) A bibliography or references listing at the end of the article. 

B) A detailed description of how the study was conducted. 

C) An interpretation of the results. 

D) A statement that introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to 

learn study results. 

QUESTION 4 

Which of the following citations would be found in a scholarly journal about blogging? 

A) Kim, P., Ng, C. K., & Lim, G. (2010). When cloud computing meets with semantic 

web: A new design for e-portfolio systems in the social media era. British Journal 

of Educational Technology, 41(6), 1018-1028. doi:10.1111/j.1467-

8535.2010.01055.x  

B) Kagohara, D. M., Sigafoos, J., Achmadi, D., O'Reilly, M., & Lancioni, G. (2012). 

Teaching Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders to Check the Spelling of 

Words. Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, 6(1), 304-310. 

C) Kirkup, G. (2010). Academic blogging: academic practice and academic identity. 

London Review of Education, 8(1), 75-84. doi:10.1080/14748460903557803 

D) Yeo, J., & Tan, S. (2010). Constructive use of authoritative sources in science 

meaning-making. International Journal of Science Education, 32(13), 1739-1754. 

doi:10.1080/09500690903199564 

QUESTION 5 

Which statement below best defines methods? 

A) A bibliography or references listing at the end of the article. 

B) An interpretation of the results. 

C) A description of the experimental design and conditions. 

D) A statement that introduces the subject to readers, who must then read the report to 

learn study results. 
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QUESTION 6 

Look at the following four examples from a journal article and identify the methods. 

A) The study finds that the tool has a slight impact on increasing student engagement. 

B) Classroom attendance data was collected and maintained by course instructors. 

C) I would like to thank the anonymous reviewers, Rick Kern, Hunter Hatfield, and 

Cathryn Crosby for help with this article. 

D) This paper details the process and findings of an action research project. 

QUESTION 7 

Literature review serves to: 

A) show gaps in others’ research and justify the current research. 

B) summarize the results of the research. 

C) give credit to other research. 

D) recommend new research. 

QUESTION 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using this excerpt of 

a scholarly paper, 

identify the literature 

review section. 
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QUESTION 9 

Given the following components, which must be included in a scholarly journal?  

A) Dedication note 

B) Key terms  

C) Authors educational background 

D) Literature review 

 

That’s it! You’re done!  Let’s see how you did… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last question! 
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FEEDBACK 

Question 1 – Which statement below best defines abstract? 

A) Incorrect: an abstract is not merely an overview of the topic. 

B) Incorrect: this describes the methods. 

C) Incorrect: this describes the results. 

D) Correct!  

Question 2 – Look at the following 4 examples from a journal article and identify the abstract. 

A) Incorrect: that is the heading of the article. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect: this is author information.  

D) Incorrect: this is a citation. 

Question 3 – Which statement below best defines citation? 

A) Correct! 

B) Incorrect: this is the methods. 

C) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

D) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

Question 4 – Which of the following citations would be found in a scholarly journal about 

blogging? 

A) Incorrect. 

B) Incorrect. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect. 

Question 5 – Which statement below best defines methods? 

A) Incorrect: this is the citation list. 

B) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 
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Question 6 – Look at the following four examples from a journal article, identify the methods. 

A) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

B) Correct! 

C) Incorrect: this is credit information. 

D) Incorrect: that is the introduction of the paper. 

Question 7 – Literature review serves to: 

A) Correct! 

B) Incorrect: this is the findings or conclusion. 

C) Incorrect: this is the citation list. 

D) Incorrect: this is part of the conclusion. 

Question 8 – Using this excerpt of a scholarly paper, identify the literature review section. 

A) Incorrect: this is title information. 

B) Incorrect: this is the abstract. 

C) Correct! 

D) Incorrect: this is author information. 

Question 9 –  

A) Incorrect: this is not required. 

B) Incorrect: this is not required. 

C) Incorrect: this is not required. 

D) Correct! 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

You now have the knowledge to select quality ingredients for your academic 

research.  Just remember: 

 What It Is Why It Is Important 

Abstract The journal “trailer” to the actual 

article. 
Is the abstract well-written and easy to 

understand?  If the abstract makes you 

scratch your head, chances are the 

article will, too. 

Citation List A standardized way to document 

a source of information used 

during research so those reading 

the research can find the original 

source if desired. 

Are most of the source types 

appropriate for the topic? Do most of 

the titles in the list seem relevant to the 

topic? 

Methods Provides a detailed overview of 

how the author(s) conducted their 

research.  

The study methods form a large part of 

the credibility as a researcher and 

writer, so it is imperative that they are 

clear about what they did to gather 

information. 

Literature 

Review 

An overview of related research 

and findings, intended to provide 

background information on the 

topic and also present existing 

knowledge related to the topic. 

Provides background, related research 

and findings, and justifies the research 

being presented. 

 

 

 

Well done – you deserve dessert! 
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